SHERMAN AS AN ORATOR.                     $11

No person ever heard him say a disagreeable thing-. With
the most positive, pronounced and aggressive opinions on
all questions, and never concealing them, he so stated them
as never to offend an adversary. His attention to ladies
was a most delightful exhibition of knightly and soldierly
courtesy. There was in his manner and speech something
of deference, respect and admiration, which conveyed a
more signal compliment than can be wrought in phrase or
flattery. At a night supper where the guests were mostly
theatrical people he was, in his joyous hilarity, like a boy.
In the speech which he invariably made there. was much
of the fatherly feeling of an old man rejoicing in the artistic
success of his auditors, and to those who deserved it,
whether actors or actresses, a neatly turned compliment
which expressed all that a trained dramatic critic could say,
and became in the recollection of the, happy recipient the
best memory of his or her life.

" I have been with him at hundreds of public dinners,
and in studying closely his mental methods and habits of
speech, have come to regard him as the readiest and most
original talker in the United States. I don't believe that he
ever made the slightest preparation, but he absorbed appar-
ently while thinking and while carrying on a miscellaneous
conversation with those about him, the spirit of the occa-
sion, and his speech, when he finished, seemed to be as
much of a surprise to himself as it was to the audience, and
the work of a superior and exceedingly active intelligence
which included him as well as the rest among its auditors.
" Most men, and I have met several, who had this fac-
ulty, were cans of dynamite, whose explosion was almost
certain to produce most disastrous results. But General
Sherman rarely failed in striking out a line of thought
different from and more original than any other speaker,emy, counties, a flourishing little town
